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AGENDA 
Please list below the topics the chair reasonably anticipates will be discussed at the meeting 

 
Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89594655975?pwd=WwEw3peSQKCy85DaJoGh0TG7G4myCe.1  
 

Meeting ID: 895 9465 5975  
Passcode: 182147  

 
1. Call to Order 

 
2. Approval of Agenda 

 
3. Public Comment 

 
4. Discussion and Potential Recommendations of Warrant Articles for Special Town Meeting 2024:  

 
Article Primary Sponsor Description 

13 Stephen Maury 
Bylaw Amendment:  Board of Sewer Commissioners/Town Sewer 
District Map Change – 44 Skyline Drive 

14 Stephen Maury 
Bylaw Amendment:  Board of Sewer Commissioners/Town Sewer 
District Map Change – 13 and 13A Woodland Drive 

15 Gillian Bloise 
Bylaw Amendment:  Board of Sewer Commissioners/Town Sewer 
District Map Change – 42 Monohansett Road 

 
5. Discussion and Potential Recommendations of Warrant Articles for Special Town Meeting 2024 

 
6. Date of Next Meeting – Thursday, September 12th, 2024 @ 1 PM 

 
7. Committee Reports 

 
8. Other Business 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/89594655975?pwd=WwEw3peSQKCy85DaJoGh0TG7G4myCe.1
mcoleman
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9. Adjournment 



 

July 12, 2024 
 
Nantucket Select Board 
16 Broad Street 
Nantucket, MA  02554 
Via Email: townmanager@nantucket-ma.gov  
  
RE:  Special Town Meeting 
 Sewer Warrant Article Review 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
I am writing to express my strong opposition to the addition of 13 & 13A Woodland Ave & 44 
Skyline Drive to the Sewer District as proposed by two citizen articles on the warrant for the 
September Special Town Meeting.  I respectfully request that you support a negative 
recommendation on both articles, as further detailed and justified below. 
 
The proposed change will significantly increase the density of development on the properties, and 
result in unnecessary overburdening of existing sewer infrastructure without a justifiable 
improvement of environmental protection.    
 
These properties could be developed utilizing on-site septic systems, or even Innovative 
Alternative (I.A.) septic systems if environmental protection is the actual goal.  However, that is 
not the case.  The goal of the developers is the elimination of bedroom limitations that exist with 
septic systems, but not on town sewer.  
 
The proponents assert that these properties should be included in the sewer district simply because 
of location within the Public Wellhead Recharge District (PWRD), however the PWRD is not a 
Sewer Needs Area.  The below figure depicts the PWRD in purple, with existing sewer 
infrastructure shown in yellow.  If the Select Board supports the addition of these properties on 
this basis, can all properties within this area not currently on sewer expect similar treatment? 
 

 

mailto:townmanager@nantucket-ma.gov


If so, how does that impact the Surfside Wastewater Treatment Facility and sewer pump stations? 
The Town spent millions of dollars and years on studies related to sewer infrastructure.  A brief 
refresher of that work can be found here: https://www.nantucket-ma.gov/1536/Sewer-District-
Master-Plan 
 
Below is portion of the Sewer District Master Plan Map that identifies the Needs Areas, which the 
proposed properties are not part of, and were not accounted for in the sizing of the treatment plant.  
While they are adjacent to the existing sewer district, that district is not a Needs Area based on 
environmental protection concerns. 
 

 
 
 

https://www.nantucket-ma.gov/1536/Sewer-District-Master-Plan
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The Planning Staff has asserted support for these articles, stating “This is in the PWRD and will 
bring infrastructure improves to an area in our region with known PFAS”.  However, no 
documentation has been provided as to PFAS contamination on these properties.  The properties 
are located nearly a half-mile west of the airport, with documented groundwater flow to the 
south. 
 

 
 
What PFAS concern is there? Or is it simply a convenient claim to support their objectives?  If it 
is that new septic systems serving these lots will contribute PFAS, that is simply unfounded as 
the 2020 Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA) prohibited companies from manufacturing, 
processing or importing products containing PFAS. 
 
Town water is available to both properties, which is the real solution to concerns with PFAS by 
providing clean drinking water.  Further to that, Town sewer is irrelevant as the properties will not 
be served by onsite wells.   
 
Again, no supporting evidence is provided that there is PFAS contamination onsite. If the 
developers claim that there is, to support a position that septic systems should not be installed, then 
significant studies and testing must also be done prior to any development on the properties.  And, 
even if there is such contamination (source?), PFAS within soils from surface contamination is 
typically within the two feet of the ground surface. Not only would that material be removed for 
the installation of a septic system, but the leaching component would be at a greater depth.  So that 
assertion is debunked.  
 
Further, both properties are grossly out of compliance with zoning bylaws and have been the 
subject of attempted enforcement by the PLUS department for years.  To no avail.  It would be 
contrary to good governance for the Select Board to support articles which would benefit these 
properties given this history. 
 
 



These articles represent a financial windfall to the property owners, at the expense of the 
community including current and future sewer ratepayers.  There is no reasonable 
justification to add these properties to the Sewer District. 
 
This is just a smoke-and-mirrors attempt to use PFAS-related scare tactics to get away with a self-
enrichment development scheme.  Please provide a negative recommendation on both articles 
which are contrary to the best interests of our community, as well as the goals and objectives of 
the Sewer Master Plan.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Arthur Gasbarro, PE, PLS  

  



 

July 23, 2024 
 
Nantucket Select Board 
16 Broad Street 
Nantucket, MA  02554 
Via Email: townmanager@nantucket-ma.gov  
  
RE:  Special Town Meeting 
 Sewer Warrant Articles 13 & 14 
 
Dear Board Members: 
 
I am writing to provide additional information in response to Mr. Maury’s recent letter to you 
regarding the addition of 13 & 13A Woodland Ave to the Sewer District as proposed for the 
September Special Town Meeting.  I respectfully request that you support a negative 
recommendation on both referenced articles, as further detailed and justified below. 
 
The sewer article review checklist provided to you was properly completed by your Sewer Director 
and Chief Environmental Officer, which determined that the articles do not meet the criteria for 
inclusion in the sewer district. 
 
On a point-by-point basis – 
 

1. There is no affordable housing project approved or applied for on these properties. 
Therefore, should not get the point on the checklist.   
 

2. The lot size of 13 & 13A Woodland Ave is approximately 209,405 sf and 44 Skyline Drive 
100,525-sf.  These are not less than 40k sf.  It is unreasonable to base a decision to provide 
the point on the basis that the lots may someday be able to be created at a smaller size with 
a zoning district change (which is not supported by the Planning Board or the Finance 
Committee as related to STM Articles 11 & 12). Therefore, should not get the point on 
the checklist.   
 

3. Innovative/Alternative (I.A.) Technology septic systems are not required within the Public 
Wellhead Recharge District (PWRD).  In fact, attached is a permit issued in 2016 for a 
conventional (non-I.A.) septic system at 13 Woodland Drive.  Also attached is a permit 
issued last year for a conventional (non-I.A.) septic system nearby within the PWRD at 54 
Skyline Drive, per current regulations. Therefore, should not get the point on the 
checklist.   
 

4. The proposal is not compliant with the 2009 Master Plan which promotes denser 
development in the Town Overlay district, not the Country Overlay District where these 
properties are located. Therefore, should not get the point on the checklist.   
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More importantly, the proposal is not consistent with the Sewer Master Plan.  Specifically, the 
sewer districts were established to preserve capacity at Surfside Wastewater Treatment Facility to 
serve the most environmentally sensitive areas.  The Sewer District Master Plan Map identifies the 
Needs Areas for that very purpose, which the proposed properties are not part of, and were not 
accounted for in the sizing of the treatment plant.   
 
Further to that is consideration of the sewer infrastructure that would be needed to serve these lots.  
The 13 Woodland Ave proposal includes 80 bedrooms, plus whatever would be built on 44 Skyline 
Drive.  All that flow would likely be directed to the pump station in Naushop, further 
overburdening existing infrastructure. 
 
The properties are within the Public Wellhead Recharge District (PWRD), however the PWRD is 
not a Sewer Needs Area.  Further to that, the properties are on the southern boundary of the PWRD, 
and groundwater flow is documented to the south, away from the Town wells.  There is no 
environmental justification to remove available capacity at the treatment plant to instead serve 
these lots. 
 
Please provide a negative recommendation on both articles which are contrary to the best interests 
of our community, as well as the goals and objectives of the Sewer Master Plan.  
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 
Arthur Gasbarro, PE, PLS  

  
 








