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  NANTUCKET CEMETERY COMMISSION 

Posted Meeting of May 8, 2024, at 3:00 pm 

DPW Conference Room, 188 Madaket Road, with Zoom Connectivity 

 

FINAL AND APPROVED MINUTES 

 

Attendance:  Commissioners: Frances Karttunen, Scott McIver, Allen Reinhard, Lee Saperstein, 

and Barbara White; Tracy MacDonald (left at 3:26 pm), Town of Nantucket Real-Estate 

Specialist, Charlie Polachi, DPW, Cemetery Administrator.  There was a quorum at all times. 

 

1. Call to Order.   

 

Allen Reinhard called the meeting to order at 3:03 pm and started to record the meeting: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpT41z5VFJI&list=PL49sKqpy7VAhIyX1ozdd1bZ3zV8k

XFp8M&index=47.   

 

2. Public and Commissioners Comments.  

 

Frances Karttunen reported that she had met Walter Trusz and his son of Ludlow Memorials at 

the Historic Coloured Cemetery, where they will be completing the current restoration contract; 

Walter Trusz mentioned that he had already visited Newtown Cemetery so that he would be 

prepared to respond to a request-for-bid call for Newtown.  Charlie Polachi added that he had 

talked to Walter Trusz about removing the metal bars from the corner posts of cemetery lots. 

 

Frances Karttunen also reported that Barbara White and she have received full funding from the 

Offshore Wind Fund to create a video tour of the Historic Colored Cemetery.  This is a result of 

the application that we made earlier and was reported in the February minutes. 

 

3. Minutes of April 10, 2024, and Roll Call. 

 

Scott McIver’s move to approve the minutes of April 10, 2024, was seconded by Barbara White, 

and approved unanimously by a roll-call vote of all present (Frances Karttunen, aye; Scott 

McIver, aye; Allen Reinhard, aye; Lee Saperstein, aye; and Barbara White, aye). 

 

4. Approval of Lot Sales since Last Meeting. 

 

Allen Reinhard noted that, while he has fielded inquiries, there were no new lot sales to be 

approved.  Lee Saperstein suggested that the Commission deal with Tracy MacDonald’s request 

for approval of inurnment of her grandfather’s remains in a lot in Newtown and for the memorial 

stone.  As noted in the attached copies, Robert R. Reed’s remains, if approved, would be interred 

on May 26th, which would be his 100th birthday.  Allen Reinhard noted that, because burial is 

planned for Newtown, there is substantial latitude in the stone’s size and shape.  If approved, the 

DPW would open the grave the day before and close it the day after.  Frances Karttunen moved 

approval of the two applications, Barbara White seconded, and they were approved unanimously 

by a roll-call vote of all present (Frances Karttunen, aye; Scott McIver, aye; Allen Reinhard, aye; 

Lee Saperstein, aye; and Barbara White, aye). 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpT41z5VFJI&list=PL49sKqpy7VAhIyX1ozdd1bZ3zV8kXFp8M&index=47
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YpT41z5VFJI&list=PL49sKqpy7VAhIyX1ozdd1bZ3zV8kXFp8M&index=47
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5.  Monument Restoration Project Update. 

 

A brief report on monument restoration progress was given in the Comments section, Agenda 

Item 2. 

 

6.  Newtown Cemetery Legal Status Update. 

 

Tracy MacDonald reported that she has started a conversation with Andrew Vorce about 

Newtown but that she needed a formal action from the Commission that she could share with the 

Town.  Lee Saperstein said that he would send her the formal request from 2018 and the title 

search that he had done in 2016.  [Action: send materials to Tracy MacDonald; items have been 

sent, plus recent e-mails between the Town Manager and the Commission.] 

 

Lee Saperstein reported that Town Meeting had approved the Community Preservation 

Committee grant budget in the consent agenda; that budget includes $150,000 for cemeteries.  

He presumed that the CPC will be notifying the Commission in due course of the disposition of 

the Commission’s application for funds; at which time requests for bids for Newtown and New 

North Cemeteries could be prepared. 

 

7. Polpis Cemetery Updates. 

 

Tracy MacDonald briefed the Commission on Polpis and its potential resolution.  She noted that 

the idea of a land swap, while seeming good on the surface, would run into problems because the 

neighbor’s land was recorded through the Massachusetts Land Court and any action, such as the 

swap, would require Land Court approval.  The application would be onerous and the delays for 

action could amount to years.  Instead, she said that she is pursuing a license for the Town to 

recognize the encroachment of an outbuilding onto the Cemetery that would grant permission for 

the encroachment to remain for as long as this building survives.  The license would not transfer 

to any structure built to replace the outbuilding should this building collapse or be demolished.  

Lee Saperstein asked if this licensing action would mean that the Commission would control the 

cemetery to the fence line.  “Yes,” was the reply.  Allen Reinhard then said that clearance of brush 

should continue up to the existing boundaries.  He asked also, “who paid the surveyor?”, to which 

Charlie Polachi and Tracy MacDonald said that they would check. 

 

8. Old, New, Other Business and Final Comments. 

 

Lee Saperstein had told the Commissioners at the last meeting that he was going to research the 

Cemetery Regulations for the full-burial, lot-size requirement in anticipation of changing it to 4-

ft by 8-ft, from 4-ft by 10-ft, which will conform to the same requirement at the Prospect Hill 

Cemetery.  It can be found as part of Item III. on page 4 of the regulations, which in turn are on 

the Commission’s web site.  Scott McIver, who first brought up the need for this amendment, 

moved the regulatory change, Frances Karttunen seconded, and it was approved unanimously by 

a roll-call vote of all present (Frances Karttunen, aye; Scott McIver, aye; Allen Reinhard, aye; 

Lee Saperstein, aye; and Barbara White, aye).  Lee Saperstein then said that this would probably 

require a public hearing and he would consult with Erika Mooney, Operations Administrator, 
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and Maureen Coleman, Public Records Compliance Officer.  The amended regulations are 

attached to these minutes. 

 

Next, Frances Karttunen reported to Charlie Polachi that there are two volunteer shrubs in the 

Historic Coloured Cemetery that need to be trimmed.  She then acknowledged Barbara White’s 

efforts in generating ideas for the forthcoming video of that cemetery as well as creating a script 

for it.  Allen Reinhard noted that there is now a flag flying on the new flagpole at Newtown and 

he is pleased at the accomplishments made on items on the projects list. 

 

10. Adjournment. 

 

Adjournment was at 3:38 pm by acclamation.  

 

Next regular meeting: Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at 3:00 pm, in the DPW conference room 

at 188 Madaket Road.  For those who wish to attend virtually, a Zoom link will also be sent 

to Commissioners. 

 

Respectfully submitted: __________________________; Date: 5/10/24 

Lee W. Saperstein, Secretary 

 

 

Nantucket Cemetery Projects List (as printed on the agenda): 

• Legal status of Newtown Cemetery with recorded survey. Awaiting action. 

• Monument Restoration at Historic Coloured and Quaker Cemeteries. Begin Spring 2024. 

• Fencing and brush removal at New and Old North Cemeteries. Work order needed. 

• Fencing and brush removal at Historic Coloured Cemetery along Land Bank boundary,  

• Installation of Corner Markers and New Map at Polpis Cemetery. 

• Ongoing, D-2 treatment of monuments. 
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